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Visual and Aesthetics

Context Statement
(Prepared by Project Leadership Team)

The Grand Avenue bridge over the Colorado River, Interstate 70 and 
the railroad tracks, connects north and south Glenwood Springs,
I-70 and State Highway 82, and the historic districts of downtown 
and the Glenwood Hot Springs.

The bridge stands as a gateway to the city of Glenwood Springs, 
Glenwood Canyon, the Roaring Fork Valley, and Colorado’s western 
slope communities.  It serves local, regional and state travel, local 
commuters, emergency response, bicyclists and pedestrians.

The soaring walls of Glenwood Canyon; the rich history of Glenwood 
Springs, built at the confluence of the Colorado and Roaring Fork 
Rivers; mining; tourism and recreation define a splendid and vivid 
context for the Grand Avenue bridge.
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Constructability and Impacts
Full Closure - Detour Route and Modifications

27th and SH 82
 • Modify signal heads, 

signal timing and 
phasing to favor NB 
lefts and EB rights

 • Modify EB striping for 
separate EB right turn 
lane

 • Modify NB left turn lane 
striping to lengthen 
storage area

Midland Ave.

West Glenwood

Ex
it 

114

Midland Ave.

Midland Ave.

M
idland A

ve.

7th/8th

10th

13th

27th

Primary Detour and Truck 
Route during full closure - 
27th - Midland - Exit 114

Localized Detours 
and Street closures in 
downtown Glenwood

27th and Midland
 • Modify curbs and islands to accommodate 

larger turning trucks
 • Consider peak-hour Uniformed Traffic Control 

to meter high-traffic entrances to roundabout

27th and Grand Ave.
 • No left turns, EB to NB (detour to SH 82)
 • Signal timing changes to coordinate with SH 

82/ 27th

Exit 114
 • Enhance striping to affirm two-lanes outbound traffic 

flow
 • Enhance other striping to minimize driver confusion, 

refresh several times during closure
 • Consider peak-hour Uniformed Traffic Control to meter 

heavy traffic approaches to roundabout

Midland / 10th and 
Midland / 13th

 • Remove vertical speed 
mitigation (re-install at 
end of closure)

 • Temporary signal at 
either 10th or 13th

Downtown Grid
 • Close half of 7th, operate as 

one-way WB
 • Temporary traffic control 

changes at several 
intersections

 • One-way loop using Colorado, 
8th, Cooper, 7th

10th

13th
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Pedestrian Bridge
8 factors that may Affect Potential Reconstruction

of Existing Pedestrian Bridge

Utilities relocation

Potential for Travel lane 
on new pedestrian bridge 

during construction.

Best pedestrian 
connection location 

on north end.

Current width of
pedestrian bridge

Aesthetics of new pedestrain 
bridge in relation to new

Grand Avenue Bridge. 

CDOT bike and pedestrian ploicy 
directive 1602.0 and historic 
use of Grand Avenue Bridge.

Existing grade on
pedestrian bridge.

edestrain 
to new
ridge

Clearance to future 
I-70 acceleration lane.
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SH 82 Yearly Traffic Information SH 82 Monthly Traffic Patterns
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SH 82 South of 27th, Total Yearly Traffic, 2000 - 2012
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Commuting to/from Work
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Social/Dining

Recreation or Vacation

Personal (e.g. medical, chruch, 
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%

Commuter and Work Related Trips
 • May have least flexibility to eliminate 

trips over 30-60 day closure
 • May have flexibility for time-shifting 

(leaving earlier or later than rush hour)
 • Easiest trip-type to target for shifting to 

alternative modes (transit-bike-ped)

Shopping / Social / Recreation Trips
 • Most flexibility to eliminate trips over 30-60 day closure
 • Most flexibility for time-shifting (leaving earlier or later than rush hour)
 • Difficult trip-type to target for shifting to alternative modes (transit-bike-ped)


